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anything else.    The General Council of the Trade Urdoa Congress now resolved to make the miners' case their own, and on May i announced that unless the mine-owners withdrew their notices and a settlement was reached in the meantime, they would call a general strike from midnight of May 3. For a few hours the Government turned the blind eye to this threat, and continued negotiations, but on its being reported that the compositors on a certain newspaper had refused Co set up an article which they considered " insulting to the workers," Mr. Baldwin, who had been much blamed by his own party for allowing the negotiations to continue after the threat of a general strike had been issued, decided that the breaking-point had been reached, and declined further parley. ^^ strike-notices accordingly took effect, and on May 4 the ntry woke up to find its business at a standstill, here is still some doubt as to the number of workers in different trades who actually struck work, but the precise re is of little importance.   A railway and transport strike alone sufficient to paralyse industry and suspend the nary operations, of life;  and if only this could have been e effective and continued for any length of time, it must ^ produced untold suffering and probably led in die end )lence and revolution.   It was evident from the beginning •<<u~ workers had not thought out these inevitable con-of their action.   Their leaders protested that the last ? contemplated was violence or revolution, and that ^ only applying the legitimate weapon of refusing k in defence of their standard of living, which they o be threatened all along the line by the attack on ** wage.   From the point of view of law and order bet was exemplary.   They adjured their followers from all violence, and they made exceptions for .    But whatever their intentions, nothing  could e result of their action from being that which they . «ld as the days went on and stocks became exhausted ^dual comtrlative results began to be felt in every and especially the households of the poorest, they ways back from the precipice on which
